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A faithful Friend is the Medicine of Life. 
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ada UR Minds are of fo finite 


BLOB and limited a Nature, that 
a }; whén a Man is pufhing on his 
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Attack in one Quarter, it 
can hardly be expected that 
he org Tag Myo a gphigee 
s Eye upon t otions of. the 
in “A Her. I hope therefore my 
ders will be fo indulgent as to over=’ 
my Omiffion, if in my late Paper 
Donverfation, 1 was fo. initent apon 


lncy which.is apt to. ftick fo vety clofe t 
gas Men ; and that Roughnefs and Over-’ 
fiiionefs, which perhaps may be fome- 
_ * 

tite the more natural to us as Englifhmen ; 
neglected cb turn my Thoughts at all 
ithe guatding’ againft an Error of a quite 
ti ent Nature: 1 mean that of foo mach 
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ertinence of others. I muft confefs that’ 
lis Temper, tho” it is gefierally thought 
Mi difagreeable, yet may perhaps be in 
tility more deftructive to all the Ends and 
baches of our mutual Inrercourfe with’ 
me another, than any Fault whatfoever of 
contrary nature. As this unmanly 
nefs is of fo evil a Tendency whew it 
Sa real Infirmiry, it becomes ftill greatly 
Worle when it is artfully put on by felfith 
iid defigning Men; and therefore the Flat- 
itr is moft-juftly look’d upon as one of the 
tot deteftable, as well as moft pernicious’ 
Vermin that can infeit Converfation, But. 
Wthefe pliant Failings are hardly ever the 
utural Growth of our Temper and Con- 
ition ; fo T can obferve for our Honour, 
lt we as feldom endeavour to aflume the 
Ppearance of them out of Defign and Ar- 
tice, The Sycophant is a Charatter that 
Sbelow the generous Spirit of a true- 
bom Englifbman, and wherever you find out 
it of this fawning Tribe, you may lay an 
itdred to one that he is of foreign Ex- 
ion. 
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ftiels and Compliance with the Folly and. p 


I cannot fay, that what I ati now laying 
before my Readéts was whoily out of nmiy 
Mind before ; but I thought it would fallin 
more naturally to my prefent Paper, which 
I defign fhall torn on that hore free and in- 
timate Converfation of one Friend with ano- 
ther. In thixt Company a Man maybe very 
reaforiably allow’d to have the greateft Re- 
gard for himéelf ; and therefore the making’ 
ourfelves agréeable, may be vety. wall laid 
down as the chief Defign to be purfued’ 
there ‘ity that more opén ‘and benévo-' 

lefit Intercourfe which paffes betwixt Friend 

and Friend, we ought to-aétupon a more 

generous Principle, and make the Intcreft 
and Happinefs of our other Selves, the Point. 
that fliould ‘bé always uppermoft in otir 
View. Here therefore we fhould not either 
by a carélefs Silence, of a miftaken Com- 
laifance, fuifiér our Friénd’ to ran away, 
with any falfe Opinion he’ advanées : Nay, 
if we wovlld. deferve thé facréed Charaér 
of a Friend, we fhould endeavour hot only 
to remove all thé Errors of His: Underftdnd= 
ing; but evén to cure all the Miftakes and 
Failings in his Conduét and in his Behaviour, 






IT is with an Eye ro the enforcing this 
moft advaritageous Part of Friendthip, that 
I pitched upon the Sentence for my Motro, 
which I have placed at the Head of my Pa+ 
per. The Saying of a faithful Friend’s be- 
ing the Medicine’ of Life, has’ been’ already 
celebrated in one’ of thofe Speculations, 
which can riever be fufficiently admired, a$ 
one of the moft beautiful Images in Nature’; 
and was perhaps intended not only to éx- 
prefs the Efficacy of Friendfhip in healing 
the Pains and Anguifh which naturally cleave 
to‘our Exiftence im this World, as that exs 
cellent Author. has taken notice ; but might 
alfo be farther defigned to point out that 
very Duty.of endeavouring tocure all the 
Difeafes’ and Infirmities both in the Minds 
and Behaviour of our Friends, which I am 

trying 
















trying to inculeate. I may here add, in pur- 
fuance of what I have advanced before, that 
as a faithful Friend is in this Senfe the Me- 
dicine, fo a Flatterer may be moft truly 
called the very Bane of Life ; who. with a 
treacherous Smile poifons and enflames 
whatever he touches, and aggravates every 
unhappy Folly and Extravagance in our 
Nature, which the healing Hand of the o- 
ther would remove. 


IT isimpoffible for any one whofrequents 
publick Affemblies not to hear often fome 
Perfon of Humanity crying out—Has that 
poor young Gentleman no one fingle Friend upon 
Earth to fet bim right? And if we look a- 
round all our whole Acquaintance, I be- 
lieve we can hardly find any one of them, 
who has not what we call a Blind-fide, or who 
does not give way to fome odd Affectation 
or other, which is no little taking off to all 
his other good Qualities, how many and con- 
fiderable foever they may be. We may fee 
then how much occafion we have for one a- 
nother’s Advice to correét our mutual Mif- 
carriages ; many of which, tho’ they are of 
fo flight and trivial a nature, that they are 
as foon amended as difcovered, yet in the 
mean time are apt to give People Impreffions 
of us. very much to our difadvantage ; and 
alegany at firft Sight, when every one 
(how juftly I will not fay) does naturally 
form a fort of: Charaéter in his Mind of e- 
very Perfon he meets with, 


I muft confefs, the letting a Man fee his 
Faults is generally a very unthankful Office, 
and therefore Men may be in fonie meafure 
excufed for being fo unwilling to undertake 
it. But when we may be rs plainly con- 
vinced how neceflary and advantageous a 
Part of Friendfhip this is, why do we not 
unanimoufly call upon one another to per- 
form it. Our Carriage and Behaviour are 
to the full as liable to be diftorted as our 
Drefs ; and if we often apply ourfelves to 
the Glafs to fet the one in order, why will 
we not fometimes have recourfe to a faith- 
ful Friend to hold a Mirror before us, that 
we may corre¢t the Irregularities and A ffec- 
tations of the other. 


IN the Difcharge of this Office a Man 
may be very well allowed to be foindulgent 
to his Friend, asto prefent the moft favou- 
rable, provided it is but a true Likenefs ; 
nay, I would have him carefully avoid re- 





fleGting any natural Infirmity 
deeply implanted in him to b 
for a Friend fhould never be 
Fault, but in order to its Amendme 
cannot alfo be too tender of 
rour fuli in their Faces, and fhould theref, 

watch for every Opportunity we can thie 


Which iS too 
© removed; 
told of any 


lament, We 
glaring the Mir. t 


with, of holding it out as it wer 
before them, that fo they may Hh hs a 
of themfelves, whilft we feem to take oi 
notice of the Matter: for Friendthip is of 
fo very nice and delicate a Nature, that it P 
cannot be too feldom checkéd or ruffled 
with Reproof ; and provided we do bus , 
take care that our Friends know their Faults i: 
themfelves, we can never appear too quick- 
fighted to their Virtues, or too blind to | 
their Failings. For this reafon, whenever 
we are obliged to {peak to them more plain- ¢ 
ly of their Faults, we fhould at the fame / 
time take particular Care to let them fee 
that we like our Friends extremely well as be 
tp pe main, tho’ we love them too muchtp 
uffer a great many other good Qualitiesty — 
be clouded by ed few frye: Fails i 
which may be fo eafily amended, = ss = 7 











I have purpofely turned my Difcoure 
only on the wig of endeavouring to pre. 
vent the lefler Errors and Mifearriage af 
our Friends ; becaufe I believe every Man 
who underftands the facred Nature of 
Friendthip, muft undoubtedly think himfelf 
obliged to interpofe with his Advice in Mat. @ * 
ters of a more weighty nature. But, asf 
have heard a late very great Man ufed often 
to fay upon this occafion, How fhould we 
like a Phyfician who would take care to fe- 
cure us only from the Plague, and leave 
us expofed to every other Diftemper of 4 
lefs malignant Nature? ‘To which I may 
add, That in the Difeafes of the Mind, as 
well as thofe of the Body, we often fuffer 
moft from what we at firft defpifed for the 
Slightnefs of its Beginnings. : 
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Juft Publithed, the Fourth Edition of : 
A DISSERTATION concerning MISLETOE: 
A moft wonderful Specifick Remedy for the. Cure of 
Convulfive Diftempers. Calculated for the Benefit of the 
Poor as well as the Rich, and heartily recommended fot 
the Good of Mankind. In Two Parts. By Sir JouX 
Cotsatcu, Member of the College ot Phyficians. Printed 
for D. Browne at the Black Swan without Temple-Bat: 
Price One Shilling. r 
N. B. The TINCTURES of MISLETOE, a @ 
the BARK, are to be had at Mr. Manley’s, an Apothecary 
in Beaufort-Buildings, near Exeter-Exchange in the he 
strand; at Mr.Gayer’s, near Northumberland-Houfe; 04 th 
at Mr. Radcliffe’s, at the Golden Mortar, in Great Pultentys 
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LONDON: Printed for J. Rozerrs, near the Oxford-Arms, in Warwick- Lame . 
Where Advertifements and Letters are taken in. - 





(Of whom may be had the former Numbers.) 





